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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the role of cyberspace on academic motivation, mediated by social
interactions, among high school students. In this study, 384 female high school students from Qom
schools were selected using a one-stage cluster sampling method, and they were given the Li et al.
(2015) Cyberspace Questionnaire, the Huang and Chen (2007) Social Interactions Questionnaire,
and the Harter (1980) Academic Motivation Questionnaire. For data analysis, version 26 of the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) was used for descriptive statistics and
hypothesis testing of path analysis, along with the Analysis of Moment Structures (AMOS)
software using the graphical AMOS method (version 24). The findings indicated that cyberspace
significantly predicts the level of academic motivation through social interactions. The results
show that cyberspace indirectly affects academic motivation; thus, it does not have a direct
negative or positive effect on academic motivation. If it harms interactions, it will have a
detrimental effect on academic motivation; otherwise, by providing a platform for interaction, it
can also have a positive effect on academic motivation. The results of this research are applicable
for researchers in the field of academic progress assessment and for elementary school teachers.

Keywords: Cyberspace, social interactions, academic motivation, high school students.
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