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Abstract

Academic motivation among student teachers not only influences their learning but also serves as
a pivotal indicator of their future professional well-being. Despite repeated reports of declining
motivation at Farhangian University, previous studies have predominantly adopted quantitative
approaches, focusing on the levels of variables or their correlations, while largely overlooking the
lived experience, subjective meaning, and processual structure of motivation. The present study
aimed to explore the structure of the lived experience of academic motivation among student
teachers at Farhangian University by employing a qualitative approach and a descriptive
phenomenological design grounded in van Manen’s framework. Data were collected through in-
depth, semi-structured interviews with 20 student teachers selected to ensure maximum
demographic variation, with data collection continuing until theoretical saturation was reached.
Data were analyzed in accordance with van Manen’s six-step phenomenological approach, while
Lincoln and Guba’s four criteria were applied to ensure trustworthiness. The findings revealed
four main themes: agency versus passivity (the struggle for professional meaning-making), painful
duality (the gap between the ideals of teaching and the realities of teacher education), the
educational relationship (a reconstructive or destructive force), and the teacher education system
as an incomplete total institution. The findings indicate that, within this context, academic
motivation is a dynamic, relational, and structural phenomenon shaped through the interaction of
these four forces. The study argues that the crisis of motivation is symptomatic of a deeper
contradiction within the philosophy of teacher education: a contradiction between the ideal of the
agentic teacher and a reality that continuously reproduces passivity. The theoretical and practical
implications of these findings underscore the need to reconceptualize teacher education, shifting
it from a system that merely produces teachers to an environment that cultivates and empowers
teacher agency.

Keywords: Academic Motivation, Student Teachers, Farhangian University, Descriptive
Phenomenology, Teacher Professional Identity
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