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Abstract

Learning disabilities are highly prevalent among students and can lead to significant cognitive and
behavioral challenges, including deficits in theory of mind. Accordingly, the present study aimed to
compare theory of mind in sixth-grade students with and without specific learning disabilities in the
Anzal district of Urmia. This research employed a causal-comparative method. The statistical population
included all sixth-grade students with specific learning disabilities and typical peers in Anzal during the
second semester of the 2023-2024 academic year, totaling 954 individuals. To determine the sample
size, G*Power software was used (with a test power of 0.80, alpha of 0.05, and effect size of 0.5),
resulting in the selection of 51 students with learning disabilities and 51 typical students through
convenience sampling. Participants completed the Specific Learning Disabilities Questionnaire of
Willcutt et al (2011) and theory of mind scale of sternman et al (1999). Data were analyzed using
independent t-tests in SPSS version 19. The results indicated a significant difference in theory of mind
between the two groups (P<0.01), with typical students demonstrating higher levels of theory of mind.
Based on these findings, it can be concluded that typical students possess stronger theory of mind abilities
compared to their peers with specific learning disabilities. Therefore, focusing on these results may help
improve theory of mind in students with learning challenges.
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